HonNG KoNG PoLyTecHNIC UNIVERSITY ( WESTERN CANADA ) ASSOCIATION
EEEIXB(MEXAE) 8B4 &
#107-5560 Minoru Blvd., Richmond, BC, Canada V6X 2A9
e-mail: info@polyuwca.com web: www.polyuwca.com

LTSSy a——

EWSLETTER SUuMMER 2003 no15

Western CAWPOP

o & 6 #

BE-ENG SEFERNG K%
B ERFFEAAANBET  AF
REBREREAMRETCHE
ENREGH - ERFES > HXE
1 - BREZERE I B L GHY
R AEE  REGRMEL
we > HEKRE - —RIJHEERR
gH > Rt ERERRERE 0 K
FECE—H - 715 Helen Chiu
Bk

AEBE—FRNGHERZE
mE o ERESHEEMCFHET - F
Feag LML RFM2HE  ERg
REFRY MR - HERR S REE
e T - R B AR 2 HEE
%o RMEEER  EAFERE
RN BERFHE > EE— -

A B (o] R RS R PR Y
gL wlirf—EFEE  Agg
BRFEAERLUMEENERE - A
TEEEANEERS  EAUEH
HAREBEARIRES N © (EERHR
HIFRETR - FR{E NG AL B ARG E
LI -

AR TR B - 7K HE R
= HESREZEGHINUS
IRTLE BRI - BRI Ta e R B g

B T - ERHREEH =1

BFERERAR LG -

FER REH _FSHlER
REHERG S HREEE > ik
PR RS OB > B
X2 ANBEB—%  Eg#EET

Gabriel Yam fE Sir bR T BB S
HAYIEN TR  BIESEE
FHHE TR HATA% BCIT #13%i#
HURSEE » BEER » LA
MR B ERIRRF  METFRE
ERRBFEECHEREM » T
$EE o :

HAWE—& "I IFH
L ERFBRFHRIMEIHEK
HER AR - HERBEKTR
B > BEEAREM  BRTFEE
FRH  HEAKKEH -

RIEEEER " RZHED TR
W, o BN —HHERENNE

. AE.

WA GEm

e EECR B A B BEAAE
EHEE » TARER I ER R
SRR » BRI -

BAREE+ (LEEMEIR) £
"W R R EN
Y10 o BERFERE  AXXERERL
E o [BEI5 [ AARS - BB IRERAL
K BRENERESEEE L
IO -

B 1% %15 Cecilia kefti——F >
MEERAENRBEEH & ZHER
AR g - ithffadih ] i 5 55
A EIERAYEART - HE4E Sir (IE TR
8 - [HISKFKME -

I H X B2 = R R

&l :

RBFETH - A BRT
EXUTHB—FZAFAHR -

RABHMEE BB -
ETARKLERELFIBR
f& -

AR YA A A
BOTEH RBEERARR -




Prorams

i_‘ﬁfz S B K LEHERK

. F%W%%
HETRAEHETHERE  &E
MY AKERFERE ﬁ%&ﬁ%’fﬁﬂ?é
it Ironwood Plazaf2{TiBAk BB ALL
227 (Big Bike Fund-Raising for
Heart and Stroke Foundation of BC) °
LERESHEET - IEEE RS
R ELERE . R BRI ENER
HIEESE R T - KRG HEH I FERIT
IR — R EEER BB H A= e ENINE AL —BEE -+
HEE - MLESCE  SREWEL-BIRERE  HEBEBEAE R - Y
SOAEL \—HEEBE], 218 7T » —WEE » § K Evanna Lee L2 FHE
= [EAEES00 AT o8-

iiiiig%%%%iiﬁﬁligjﬁl /gﬁgf

RN ER R, B W Ew
S (Y S — s RO -
B A B 7 L S
St AR L, EE L -
LAAE, RRAE, EmHE
HIFEEY - KR — P EEIEE M -
SEANE - SEREAFEAZ -
BEGKER, BHEE, —IEEAHE
B2 RS - RBEESN, B Evanna
Lee K Carie Leung ¥Rk ZH—HEH
PR, - BN S, AT
. BEEFEEREIAE, BT
i NEE, FIER— R B e
B (EERSEEE LS RESN
BB R, SR RER, T
ame POERT, ISR REH
SRSk TREGE T SRE
AR, %A%ﬁﬂﬁk

et Ef%ﬂﬁ*iﬁ%@"ﬁﬁ%*ﬁ
K&K -~ FA B REEH
CHELET) AR EE )\E*fr
1 SARS i

e

i SARS B\ E B

T 1 B A A S
FERR  EERA




SARS ZERZIEE]
| ENEA
BiF AT - SARS SIERT - ST

VIRRBRIEIERT - MEPGEIRER - &
Fm@ﬁﬁ?TE %?@TET%L

RWEE %@XE@%%%%+E% =
RIKEREENEEAE  ToFER2N
LUELHLAS - HIEBPHERE - < AR
By o A - PR BRAEEARKESR
R ZFEFLSARS B4 EH)  5H)
MIE IR ERE A IREENE
EANE - HMI TIERT—BHE -
A A ¥R E 2 B R RESE T B
?E%%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%%°@ﬂ$@@$
Danny ChanERIAAAXEBIHE IR -
BAndy SungBEE ED*”EQ#‘?émm*ﬁ§§
B ARMNEEERERNLEE
FHEIHEER  ETHIH#HEAUE
BIEAE » ## -

M%é%@? %@ﬁﬁﬁMLFm
EES-H NS iR

—

PolyU Nes
M XK Bk all
| EEERBRA B -_+HHRE)

EPNIE
BRERXKE

B T A SR BRI — S (R
ERH - FERERAER TR —
B EEAHTOREHE QR0
AR SHIF R -

BT ASE T EEREHEER
HESEY—EE  F/\E B R
H T =R HACEHRY o ERER
FIEE BN F R E RS ER
S BIRFENSHBREIET -
A EERYNGS L SAlasEEE
A AFEA SSEEBA Y EHE o AN
B EE TR - PDA SRBRSRAIRS -

AIATERRER

A HERICEE » A RETREFE
BRI B R RIS R
YN Y | N g ke
B BEEIREAIL S A R AE R
B - AHFIRAEATR A e
LB St P B2 -

BAE T ERR T IR
B SRR R ESE N E R T
AR AR BESAT

i

e
Pz

ol

(FERNBEAH/BHRE)

BRE

é%@lﬁ%%ﬁl%ﬁ@%%
& BEERETHY T K I HE BN E
B BHH TEEMAE TSR, 2
%%wF@I&ﬁ% TEEBBR T

TR ERETET  EE =
Eﬁ@%é%ﬁﬁé% ==k
EHSE  HBEEEREXREOEFLIK
BHRESHEREEL -

I BT E T B B R iR
WE - KEHETTLIRKE - 81
FEF] - SESEAEE - HUHERmIAF K
HIREVR: IMF*JWﬁ%F%
;% Tk, BB -

RRITHERBREN S T B R R B
RIS+ =R E E A L LIINIRE 5>
BIRFME - EHEEEA - EN - El
B~ 58 BN - RPRBERE - &fE
FRENESAEEE T =ERKE
TENEMAE T2, SHBYHERT
Bt —hEFESEETERTE -

TREHIRZ B -

HARBIIEZR—HRRETIEE
Bom TTEET (EBEER) Fom » RE#LL
EEoEAER m@%ﬁﬂ“uﬁ

ﬁl:L

o — BBEREHF L TR EEY)
FKy o EREMBEAGARMEEIR -

TR - ERBRE
ERRE  MET

A%

—HEREEN R LHBEREARNAL - Kk K-
BN&RE - ERHENREEZTFHITEF+ZRE

=1 T=lvideled )

HTHREFCAEMEEESR  AREEXEEATEKT

BRI ERIEEREME
AERERCERTTEEES N/  EREGH
EEMEIRAE - thELRGE/RR -
ER - REAFHER - EEHRER
AER - LTS ARLEREAHEHHECEERF

BREGRES ASER - RBEBEEHTE > E5
M ZI TR F T -
RRFREA ? HRAE?

B Ak ERE
BRI TR - A

(2 ? EXAEE 11 H)




On the Receiving End of the British Columbia
Education System

For another couple of years,  would have taught for
the same length of time at the British Columbia Institute of
Technology (BCIT) as I had with the Hong Kong Polytechnic
(HKPU as known today). Both Institutions get their students
who have completed high school education. While HKPU
offers mostly degree courses, BCIT offers few degree
courses. Both have the reputation of being practical that the
students are employable immediate after graduation. Quite
a number of University graduates join BCIT because of the
reputation.

Therefore the average age of BCIT students is higher.
The education background and life experience of the
students are more diversified. There are U-grads as
mentioned earlier, but there are students who had finished
high school years ago and wish to change their career path
in mid-life. T had a Vietnam War Veteran in my class 10
years ago. In general, anyone who meets the minimal
education requirements i.e. Grade 12 note1 pass in relevant
subjects can become the students at BCIT.

Mature students bring their life experience to the
classrooms, they help the younger students to understand
the real world better. They are more motivated. But they
have challenges - like family, marital, financial and
understanding of basic knowledge.

I have student who is a single parent him/herself. The
student has to take time off to look after the kid. A new
father has no time to study or late.in class because the baby
is sick. I could only offer words of encouragement (that life
would not come to an end etc. etc.) when a student
divulges to me that his wife of 10 years wants to divorce
him in the middle of his study program.

Students who have finished high school a few years
ago and have been living independently are likely to keep a
part-time job to pay for the schooling. One can imagine how
the students could find time to study in the weekends and
evening class contacts are still 30 hours per week and span
from 8 am - 5 pm daily? This group of students is facing
this catch-22 situation: They need the part-time job to
support their time in school but they need the education to
get out their seemingly “dead-end” career.

The problem of understanding of Basic English and
Mathematics is common to both young and matured
students. They usually make the excuse that they have no
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need to use those skills at work or even at school that they
have “forgotten”. How can someone forget the difference
between ‘then’ and ‘than’ or “effect’ and “affect’ if he/she
could not differentiate the usage in their high school days.

Calligraphy is a lost art. Only some immigrant
students would know what is a “copy book”. So “u” and
“v”,“c” and “e”,“a” and “0” are mixed up in the written
report. One would argue nowadays we could use “Palm
Pilot” or “Portable Computer” to record and write reports.
How could we type correctly if we could not distinguish
“value” with “valve”, “Re” with “Rc”. “Adobe” with
“Adabe” when the word is written illegibly.

I always encourage students to use simple English and
write legibly and apply the “3-day test”; i.e. Can we make
any sense out of what we have written if the report were
read again 3 days later? Would it be embarrassing if we
cannot understand what we have written when our boss
asked us for clarification?

“1+0” equals to “error” because the calculator
displays so. I“dare” not blame the High School Math's
teachers for failing to explain well to the students, but can
only say that the student must have played hooky on that
particular lesson. The perpetuators of the problem are the
calculator manufacturers. It would be difficult to show on
the calculator display the infinjty (co ) sign 30 years ago. It is
a “crime against humanity” for modern big-screen graphical
calculator to display the answer of “1 +0” as “error” rather
than “ o0 ”.

Another unfortunate “failure” of using graphical
calculator in high school is that students cannot grasp the
basic tenet of mathematical functions. They may recognize
the shapes of a sine, ex or e-x curves. But they may not
understand why and how they come about.

Teachers in Hong Kong used to have a “glorified”
myths about the western education Grade School System. It
is true the Canadian Grade School System is rather superior.
Its class size is smaller and school days last from 8:30 am to
3:30 pm., (Hong Kong is catching up in this area) it has
extensive liberal studies and extracurricular programs.
Unfortunately, because of shrinking budgets, high
“through-put” requirements by politicians and “modern”
education theory of not assigning failures to mediocre
performances, I find students here also study for



examination, study for “marks” and only interested in
asking questions if they were relevant to their final scores in
their report cards.

However, because of the extensive liberal studies and
extracurricular programs in their high school days, local
students would have acquired life skills, like woodwork,
art and crafts, automobile maintenance, camping and sports
that become useful in their adult life. For example, when
we have to set up a display booth for exhibition, local
educated students were more likely to lend their hands to
build the booth. My advise to immigrant parents who still
have kids in high school is to take advantage of the liberal
studies program to learn some life skills like carpentry,
cooking and sewing (home economics) even for boys, arts
and crafts, bands and music programs. They can learn
computer programming or keyboarding on their own. The
syllabus of High School Accounting and Business Studies
are covered in the first lecture of any post-secondary
related course. The knowledge can be easily acquired in
any adult education program. But where you can learn how
to use woodcraft tools in post-secondary education except
enrolling in the BCIT Carpentry Trade Program?

Students all over the world expect employment in
their field of studies after graduation. It is not quite true in
the real world. Competition for job is fierce nowadays.
Getting the right education and training is just one

important step of getting a job. Only with good work ethics
and passionate with their work will a graduate keep the job
that is so difficult to find in the first place. BCIT has a very
strong Attendance and Punctuality Policy and many young
local high school graduates have difficulties to understand
and follow. We parents can play an active role in enforcing
these basic study and work ethics when we can still “teach”
our kids. I see a problem child in the making when I hear
some parents with kids in kindergarten or lower primary
grade would take their kids for “holidays” during school
days. Possibly the parents can only take their own holiday
time or there are “good deals” to Florida or Hong Kong
during the school days. It is true kids can easily catch up
their schoolwork after a few days break in junior grades,
but are we sure the kids would not be impressed with the
idea that school is not important?

I have been blessed with all these years at BCIT with
mostly motivated hard-working students. Apart from the
negativities I have moaning about, my classroom is very
active and we mutually respect each other. I always tell my
students that I may be their “electronics” teacher, but they
", “music
playing”, “hunting” or “rock climbing”. I am enriched by
their cultures, work and life experience.

will be my teacher when come to “car repairing
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JUST A SINGLE WORD

WILL SCREW

YOU UP

Provided By: ] Master

Once upon a time, there was a
prince who, through no fault of his
own, was cast under a spell by an evil
witch. The curse was that the prince
could speak only one word each year.
However, he could save up the words
so that if he did not speak for a whole
year, the following year he was
allowed to speak two words. (This was
before the time of letter writing or sign
language.)

One day, he meta beautiful
princess (ruby lips, golden hair,
sapphire eyes) and fell madly in love
with her. With the greatest difficulty,
he refrained from speaking for 2 whole
years so that he could look at her and
say, “My darling.” But at the end of
these 2 years, he wished to tell her that
he loved her. So he waited 3 more
years without speaking, bringing the
total number of silent years to 5.

At the end of these 5 years, he
realized that he had to ask her to
marry him. So he waited another 4
years without speaking. Finally, as the
9th year of silence ended, his joy knew
no bounds. Leading the lovely
princess to the most secluded and
romantic place in that beautiful royal
garden, the prince heaped a hundred
red roses on her lap, knelt before her,
and taking her hand in his, said, “My
darling, I love you! Will you marry
me?”

And the princess tucked a strand
of golden hair behind her dainty ear,
opened her sapphire eyes in wonder,
and parting her ruby lips, said,
“Pardon?”

The Secret Service

By: M. Lordingham

A friend was in front of me coming out of church one day, and the preacher
was standing at the door as he always is to shake hands. He grabbed my friend
by the hand and pulled him aside:

The Pastor said to him, “You need to join the Army of the Lord!”

My friend replied, “I'm already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor.”

Pastor questioned, “How come I don’t see you except at Christmas and
Easter?”

He whispered back, “I'm in the secret service.”

A dancing man

Submitted By: Frank Hu

A man had just been laid off from work. He was standing on the railing of a
high bridge getting ready to jump off, when he happened to look down and see a
little man with no arms dancing all around on the river bank below.

He thought to himself, "Life isn't so bad after all," and got off the railing.

He then walked down to the river bank to thank the little man for saving his
life.

"Thank you," he said. "I was going to jump off that bridge and kill myself,
but when I saw you dancing even though you have no arms, I changed my mind."

"Dancing? I'm not dancing!" the armless man replied bitterly...

"My asshole itches, and I can't scratch it!"

Every single word is true

. Submitted By: Dennis Sung

A beautiful young lady was assaulted at knifepoint in a Hong Kong public
park in early 1980. Her statement was taken by the police and a trial was
scheduled to begin shortly after a man had been arrested and charged. In
Cantonese being interpreted into English, the crown prosecutor gently led the
young lady in the witness box to unfold her story by asking the following;

Crown Prosecutor: "Where were you, madam, in the evening of March 15th
1980?"

Witness: "I was sitting on a bench in the Victoria Park."

Crown Prosecutor: "What happened then?"

Witness: (Turning her head around and looked at the accused in the dock)
"He came up and pointed a knife at me."

Crown Prosecutor: "What happened then?"

Witness: "It started raining."

"Yes, madam, but what happened then?" The Crown Prosecutor eagerly
asked.

Witness: "Raindrops keep falling on my head."
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