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On the Receiving End of the British Golumbia
Education System

For another couple of years, I would have taught for
the same length of time at the British Columbia Institute of
Technology (BC[D as I had with the Hong KongPolytechnic
(HKPU as known today). Both lnstitutions get their students
who have completed high school education. While HKPU
offers mostly degree courses, BCIT offers few degree
courses. Both have the reputation of being practical that the
students are employable immediate after graduation. Quite
a number of University graduates join BCIT because of the
reputation.

Therefore the average age of BCIT students is higher.
The education background and life experience of the
students are more diversified. There are U-grads as
mentioned earlier, but there are students who had finished
high school years ago and wish to change their career path
in mid-life. I had a Viehram War Veteran in my class L0
years ago. ln general, anyone who meets the minimal
education requirements i.e. Grade 12 Nor.r pass in relevant
subjects can become the students at BCIT.

Mature students bring their life experience to the
classrooms, they help the younger studenb to understand
the real world better. They are more motivated. But they
have challenges - like family, marital, financial and
understanding of basic knowledge.

I have student who is a single parent him/herself. The
student has to take time off to look after the kid. A new
father has no time to study or late.ih class because the baby
is sick. I could only offer words of encouragement (that life
would not come to an end etc. etc.) when a student
dinolges to me that his wife of 10 years wants to divorce
him in the middle of his study program.

Studens who have finished high school a few years
ago and have been living independently are likely to keep a
part-time job to pay for the schooling. Qne can imagine how
the studmts could find time to study in the weekends and
evening class contacts are still30 hours per week and span
from 8 am - 5 pm daily? This group of students is facing
this catch-22 situation: They need the part-time job to
support their time in school but they need the education to
get out their seemingly "dead-end" career.

The problem of understanding of Basic English and
Mathsntics is common to both young and matured
students.ltey usually make the excuse that they have no

fuhriel KC Yam

need to use those skills at work u everr at rhool that they
have "forgotten". How can someure forget *re difference
between'ther/ and 'than' or'effect' and'affect' if he/she
could not differentiate the usagp in treir high rhool days.

Calligraphy is a lost arl Onlv sonre immigrant
students would know what is a "copy bmk". So "u" and
ttv" 

r " c " arrd " e" r " a" and

report. One would argue nowadays we could use "Palm
Pilot" or "Portable Computer" to record and write reports.
How could we type correctly if we could not distinguish
"value" with "valve" ,"Re" with "Rc". "Adobe" with
"Adabe" when the word is written illegibly.

I always encourage students to use simple English and
write legibly and apply the "3-day test"; i.e. Can we make
any sense out of what we have written if the report were
read again 3 days later? Would it be embarrassing if we
cannot understand what we have written when our boss
asked us for clarification?

""1 + 0" equals to "error" because the calculator
displays so. I "dare" not blame the High School Math's
teachers for failing to explain well to the students, but can
only say that the student must have played hooky on that
particular lesson. The perpetuators of the problem are the
calculator manufacturers. It would be difficult to show on
the calculator display the infinlty (co ) sign 30 years ago. It is
a "crime against humanity" for modem big-screen graphical

calculator to display the answer of "1 + 0" as "error" rather

than "co ".

Another unfortunate "failure" of using graphical
calculator in high school is that students cannot grasp the
basic tenet of mathematical functions. They may recognize
the shapes of a sine, ex or e-x curves. But they may not
understand why and how they come about.

Teachers in Hong Kong used to have a "glorified"
myttrs about the westem education Grade fthool System. It
is true the Canadian Grade fthool System is rather superior.
Ib class size is smaller and school days last from 8:30 am to
3:30 pm., (Hong Kong is catching up in this area) it has
extensive liberal sfudies and extracurricular progranrs.
Unfortunately',' because of shrinking budgets, high
"through-put" requirements by politicians and -modern"
education theory of not assigning failures to mediocre
performances, I find students here also study for
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examinatio& study for "marks" and only interested in
asking questions if they were relevant to their final scores in
their report cards.

However, because of the extensive liberal studies and
extracurricular programs in their high school days, local
students would have acquired life skills, like woodwork,
art and crafts, automobile maintenance, camping and sports
that become useful in their adult life. For example, when
we have to set up a display booth for exhibition, local
educated students were more likely to lend their hands to
build the booth. My advise to immigrant parents who still
have kids in high school is to take advantage of the liberal
studies prognm to learn some life skills like carpentry,
cooking and sewing (home economics) even for boys, arts
and crafts, bands and music programs. They can learn
computer programming or keyboarding on their own. The
syllabus of High School Accounting and Business Studies
are covered in the first lecture of any post-secondary
related course. The knowledge can be easily acquired in
any adult education program. But where you can leam how
to use woodcraft tools in post-secondary education except
enrolling in the BCIT Carpentry Trade Program?

Students all over the world expect employment in
their field of studies after graduation. It is not quite true in
the real world. Competition for job is fierce nowadays.
Getting the right education and training is just one

important step of getting a job. Only with good work ethics
and passionate with their work will a graduate keep the job
that is so difficult to find in the first place. BCIT has a very
strong Attendance and Punctuality Policy anci many young
local high school graduates have difficulties to understand
and follow. We parents can play an active role in enforcing
these basic study and work ethics when we can still "teach"
our kids. I see a problem child in the making when I hear
some parents with kids in kindergarten or lower primary
grade would take their kids for "holidays" during school
days. Possibly the parents can only take their own holiday
time or there are " good deals" to Florida or Hong Kong
during the school days. It is true kids can easily catch up
their schoolwork after a few days break in junior grades,
but are we sure the kids would not be impressed with the
idea that school is not important?

I have been blessed with all these years at BCIT with
mostly motivated hard-working students. Apart from the
negativities I have moaning abouf my classroom is very
active and we mutually respect each other. I always tell my
students that I may be their "electronics" teacher, but they
will be my teacher when come to "car repairing", "music
playing", "hunting" or "rock climbing". I am eruiched by
their cultures, work and life experience.

*Chronicle comparison

Present HKG
System

Primary Secondary Met. Universitv
1 2 J

t
ft 5 6 F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 F6 F7 1 2 3

BC
System

Elementary Secondary University
G1 G2 G3 G I  Gs lG6 G7 G8 G9 G10 G11 G12 1 2 3 4

Most of BCIT courses are --, 1 2
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WILL SCREW

YOU UP

Provided BY: J Master

Once uPon a time, there was a

prince who, through no fault of his

own, was cast under a sPell bY an evil

witch. The curse was that the prince

could speak only one word each year'

However, he could save uP the words

so that if he did not speak for a whole

year, the following Year he was

allowed to speak two words. (This was

before the time of letter writing or sign

language.)
One daY, he met abeautiful

princess (rubY liPs, golden hair,

sapphire eyes) and fell madly in love

with her. With the greatest difficulty,

he refrained from speaking for 2 whole

years so that he could look at her and

say, "MY darling'" But at the end of

these 2 years, he wished to tell her that

he loved her. So he waited 3 more

years without speaking, bringing the

total number of silent Years to 5'

At the end of these 5 Years, he

realized that he had to ask her to
' marry him. So he waited another 4

years without speaking. Finally, as the

9th year of silence ended, his joy knew

no bounds. kading the lovelY

princess to the most secluded and

romantic place in that beautiful royal

garde+ the Prince heaPed a hundred

red roses on her lap, knelt before her,

and taking her hand in his, said, "MY

darling I love You!Will You marry

me?"
And the Princess tucked a strand

of golden hair behind her dainty ear,

opened her saPPhire eYes in wonder,

and parting her rubY liPs, said,

"Pardon?"

By: M. Lordingham

Afr iendwasinfrontofmecomingoutofchurchoneday,andthepreacher
was standing at the door as he always is to shake hands' He grabbed my friend

by the hand and Pulled him aside:

The Pastor said to him, "You need to join the Army of the Lord!"

My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord' Pastor'"

Pastor questioned, "How come I dorft see you except at Christmas and

Easter?"
He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service'"

A dancing man
Submitted BY: Frank Hu

A man had iust been laid off from work' He was standing on the railing of a

high bridge getting ready to jump off, when he happened to look down and see a

little man with no arms dancing all around on the river bank below'

He thought to himself, ''Life isn't so bad after all,'. and got off the railing,

He thenwalked down to the river bank to thank the little man for saving his

life.
,'Thank you,,,he said. "I was going to iump off that bridge and kill myself,

but when I saw you dancing even though you have no arrns, I changed my mind'"

''Dancing? I'm not dancing!'' the armless man replied bitterly...

"My asshole itches, and I can't scratch it!"

Every single word is trye
Submitted BY: Dennis Sung

A beautiful young lady was assaulted at knifepoint in a Hong Kong public

park in early 1980' Her statement was taken by the police and a trial was

scheduled to begin shortly after a man had been arrested and charged' In

Cantonese being interpreied into English, the crown Prosecutor gently led the

young lady h the witness box to unfold her story by asking the following:

Crown Prosecutor: "Where were you, madam' in the evening of March 15th

1980?'
Witness: "I was sitting on a bench in the Victoria Park'"

Crown Prosecutor; "What happened then?"

Witness: (Tuming her head around and looked at the accused in the dock)

"He came up and pointed a knife at me'"

Crown Prosecutor: "What happened then?"

Witness: "It started raining."
,,Yes, madam, but what happened then?u The Crown Prosecutor eagerly

asked.
Witness: "Raindrops keep falling on my head'"
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ff. 

^t_,2'fr€$F 
ffi ' yirt4.,z'&EHR4E

E.
{rlr#' ruHE;Ff+€{nfr RU Ehft+.-H
t -h , 1= ,t/.& \Lr+k ,

K - lJ

tr4lEE-gH rffEtiFr E#
;fr ' ,L'+FEA# , Fffi1+E€.^HfUH
  trjtxfHF, ' THtE*E , *+yt5.+
I+ft , +qHfrffi+ ! HTeT&f+ '
,trt+#i^+Fry+' gtrTfftfrE :
f  nAgvlE -  I t - (c=,a+' 7L -E ;€ ,7' ' 1i1, Pfi iX-,<- Itr tt E 1Fl ;+ u\

fr.? E,+flFffi' €.{EJfE,Tg ? ;FEffEX
D)frT+kzffiH. ,

r trEA{F I frf qHR.F,RqF€E
{[F"[,1'fr "b+E*g' f[EJtttlJEE
r Efigftj r Zffi.l+Wffi' fUHf tS€'Ft
2A' fiErt&fl]gr{fzF+ . HTFTT
iFftHffi , N'U\Y.NWHZrr' ;fiE :
r

H... GftE,tttr,' *+?.uHRfr {ft {fr f,+
gFqFEF' IEHRWfIS g E ESH'
nTAfffi , -ffiwwze, rHEt
'fF-r ,L'A-Fi , f*ftltlte-ffifi%-Fn
E :  rFHFft+. 'VWHLff i f f i f f i '  A
HAT, H LH *Mf,'\trTIXiEFH

zE Et5' fr E{nEril,ffi&*M6XE
EE\reH | rc.-Effi.tr r Fffi ' flffith
)tr tn+kT fE{Ei+ '  lEf*E r f tEt
ifrr ' ;ftFIlE# ,t^Tf-itrffiH-ElH
qB€HZflA 'f..FE : IERffiftE{ifr-E,

frfrrhzlA'ftWe-ift&T &, ;ft,r4 9,
ig€.HH&E.fH ' F$HE{Effitr,FF .

fffiEffi t++kE{nE E,# EtE, hnA
rA'
#F.H#b Y*d',H' F6Hrl,ffi FH+
+ ! )fiT-lBtr.+E' HTffih rftE
tFr ' E€ffir1-E{&-#f+Ei fFflt ,
ffi #FEffi trqi]EEEFB*f+fi ffi 4[E+ "

rHmft+ '  Hq[ft t"""- l t f fE
tiF rf TF-H$$+EF41EE+,1.'

Inl? )
t r+, f r ! , f r I  " :  FqlSEHtf f i

€EIEF' ffi ,bf+-j€=afrT WIEW+'
ftFE H,HHffiftn+fr -E,ffi ft Eflg+
e ' IfrffiEFX #,"Affil.t4Etiq 'itr
;EESflg , tr*H,E" .:

r FqI,LS ' ;FFSf4{*#"Jtr, , ;E
88""""  r  r f f€t iHr - iE*#,  F
EHY',-'tft ' H+6',\.iE^Ef+iF€'
AHWH"E E'FHru€ffi*'

EH,E#' f f i ) r f t t r ' *sHRE,f f
x"ts#€t '  ME44W.^'Rqi lE
E_ffii'FhI ' ghETtrXEIftFl] ' E+
tr+&*+ffi#, 8++E+s€8^
&i#tgrtrrqiH : r*TF' ftj,Ef;€,
ffi.{F , {fifFft-E,T{EiE€'6fitE -
6 ' trmE#EExffitffi 'ffi+fr4?IEffit$,
iE'

^Fft 
=-"ft.... H *E€"/. E fr *$il... ... {+

W "' +\ftHHiE€'5HiE ? . . . +tAiIi6E zq
wwg*7 &rn++, {"Jffi F+tss#
,L'" " " +i$|Jtr€'iq€'ffiiE ? ".. flFXFqt
fi {t{+Fft , t?Hffi{ttfyg€}#thf +fr

RZ.;ffi f;S...' .. EM ?'..+\+*+Fftffiz{'+
+Ty{...f;MgffiTa{fi ? ......ffi ...F
fEE{fi fllrEE Eg€I' tfrtr 4*thffi {&
EFEiA ' rXE+ififfi4itjEl.,' ftaFE+E
ffig ? .'.-Ln-tnfrE-#g -rE? ... '..
rw EH *+tfiffi {fl igqHiFtr .. . .. . Ffr H 

^s # F € gH ;ffi fs- x... ...fr {E E s*
i* ? ......{fic&E€trffi €fE€sfrf;sI
Hffi'k' -KUEtf {&6!ffi E' iE{fi FliE
E "',ElU ? $r,f,F.Hfr1:lXf*I4f ;$ ?E
tr ...€.lg ? ...{figF* +Entrbw+
EE#+sisEEfn#1# ? ...44...{fi F
+X= A IaHHP gHEEJaZ.NEFf;g. . .
h+.. . hT.' ... . ffiH l+M... *frF^H{e^+
-AFBH... '  f f i iEg!&,FFgH'..{T.. .
,+ " :,trH I+W ? ".r+ -..tr' +tgEF{ffii$
H' r+ffi-ffifitlRgHftmn€Hf;9...
frr  -  w' - f i tgH{f i  P! . . .rT.. .^1.. .  M{+
lg ? iE+IF*E E iffi #ffi HtXzr;,8H ffi *I
H ?.. .E{Eff i  .  E{E .,a,fE .+t ' . .+t. . .
{fffi ' fl|3Mffiffi{fi{Rffi . :t#Rlnl,t Z

frgffi+zffi*ffi , vfitr^#fttl#z
T,'tVesftffi iq€ @ffigHK&,gH' qH
iEH!&,€FBH' ,14il$ ' THHIE{'J'-
ffiZT , Ifi{D)il.ffi1,fta{' EEffiX ' -
#TEI&fa... ! +EIEE : rffir&ffE
4HT#8, nryXr#'E frilr ! r
(

EIE 'HEtr+Ho\V€')

(#EH9f, ? ER : EX' +pz\Egg+
FfiAEtrET+ ' EffiETirK{F. )

tr.f* e tr.)
F+TEF! rffi)&.r

ldidaffir$nf-ftffiafrwt.&faffi ' K
fUBffi ffi F& 

^t6+k+Jn' 
finE,W

ftEffiffi ̂s*,,\' Inffi ffi # . $+^trm
trfu' FHFtr,Z.effi X*fgH6!'Et
ffi ' Effi#fi{E^trffiHE$ffiWe.
t€iiilXfqiE . fR#ls€ti"l ER# H
ffi '&4@fiRT:6!+Fz', +k{71ffi#{#H
t4;idEEErn+ 

^w+{i}' 
ffiffiffi

W[*.ffin+)r#q(H,l.H, E.E&r[
&t1Htbirn+ frSHE6;d'

8. Tffi tffi #ffi ep+f+6ie H (ieE 
^ffi.Ellnffii6A 'q.ZffitriffiaTEA+

El' H-HS( frl4[i6+Efrt4'€&
++ ), ^E tkxttt s*+fFHE iaffi+fr&
*lfinffia'1t#^ffitaEU , lat+qfre. ?
Egtaift,B ' fft€{t€.

-{ER 4E TS#XffiLEI] ' F
>&^HfU fr -a8{UEtH€ER4 H' RE'
tr H Er€€€"Wffif! Lt gtr=ft{fi . q
&nH,F*1Hi6T E Efrlg (i ? yF.*
ilH*tEiEErJ Lffi H(i ? f$ltflE' 6
IEffi EHf {*q E # g{ ifl i# E E Hgff {H
ffi ;ft : ̂ m-;ft i& Hffi{4fi ffisTgH;d H E
E+H/.6!4{r} . E,Hff&+*KFm4
E€ffieuBlzffiffi,Rw g(hF0E
trHIemfftF+Exg ) , EiET

rh' f&iEHzJ< + t ItZ&t&EEtlJFffi = C
2-WffiffiffiffifrffiF.)\gr{ffiGf "
lnEFFtrEiBEBfi 7' iEfs4.ti iXFtJffi
EE#F!TH+*g.ffiHRW. ffiEF '
WHli , E*tJJ-tlJ , H&1ffi67-{,EW
+=ffi^Efr!,L.!

^HHT D A+ E,IE f+ f tJ ffi , L.,E r,E

r-@ffiFfir HlfHriF . +4#ffi#l+'
HE F.XT-b 

^HEffi 
r -Elffi f;H r XH

Hti* ' FllffiW,; {8fr&ltuEtftffi*z\
#FH-tnErA' RH r frEE,-r' XfT
EIRY<, . ffi.ez' g{+S.F,€ffitrF
iF ' #f{Ff! rffi: i&IfrE "
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{+f f iH
(Gabr ie l  YAM) 'z!
fE' f{Sir ' "g8'ruB
fifff{6i84rryft,
- 'z lb:++)h'+ / ' l  \  nt- ,=
4I?TCl\-JEE

6R\(?,ff i '  dK+iff i
FT"Xnt ' f&h/. /Et

ffi '*%il',,WP.ry+Ftr " EJlt ,
I IISir tZ&Tjgffift ' &&rt^ft,^.T
i6x "

{f S i r trh ts lglfrn\E7? +' t9.
ft., Ifr.Hrfrffifs ' ffiffiEH 'WB.#&
tfr,fr\&w#frffi' rEt+.^,t'H ' ailffifi+F
€ " *itrIHwfrtwtfr,' tr'+?saFtr*

FTIgWffiHH E PAfHfr F' E €EH{TIft

if s i r Hlfn t ft* Zffirfr W+€ ;R
F (Merchant Marine Radio
Off icer) 'ffiFffiEffifl*HEr'ff .
fitrft ' 'ftffifn'r{B**Sam&Wfi ,WFfi
F,Ffr HFEi+i+#E " E +H+t1€'
x ' EffiWI+ Sir Hffi5|J ' r Tsili L 4
H,\rH ' ffiE iE€'#g*u#6r&tr
H . Erft' {eH++*f{' iffE[#ffi
76?6r#9ffi ( 6i64rq!ftffiH)
Ffr FflrtW€Afl E;f;fg ( Radio 0f f icer
Prosram) "ft,FX:aFt?tk 'ffii EffiH
6i€ '#HTtfr#E.f:Rtrt;+"

{Isi rffiEti+frtriHi+iEi€' Ffi R.
#Eiri+-tr' rfrfltt6!4 iEF{EtfiH
trm.f ' Z*E L " ffiltr' €H$s€frH
tk, ffr:ffig +trtffig, #ffi h'flarlffiffi
ffi " ffi 'J6# 

r Ttff* : W1EHILHXT
'ttTffi. {EEFfi# r E€,8 Ttflt=J}
W t' #|tffiffiiEfg+' &, giEiEmtE
+trffiEklFis .

H-^W#E-L7=r|..+ , ,RF.ffi
U&ttJW rtEFiFr " #tT' f fSir
r{Fft!flF,IKfift EtJfTEEffi ffi F*jgi4' ffi
trSfrEFI],E# . EEffi H,EHgZ(f€'
ffitrEiEHEilJ . H:483IJ6!EFHf[
EEff'lzffi ' FI$'5 ' FJSEtrffXE
HftFfl ' ffiJIL ' fUXA*ft# ' YYAfr
E!ffiffiiE.fUBlEF4i6 .

4Lt4+ , H1fi4ffi+.E44/*
FIEFISH€ (Osaka Expo 70) lk,

Ffi €'TE!-PJf&' i&$48 ltllRielfrF,
+TtE (Marine Eiectronic)  "

-)Lt-+-' .f&gFlEi6 ' b€Flr#t

+tk' \tuI+i|J t ffiF#tr# #. : t#*tk,
H.K€ffi#W' ftFtFF+-#tE, frMfrH,
a6i84rgw#\#" HK*rqHe '
HeJt fiHa#,. t\ttr , E+ttks..i;. . fr
+Ffi "feH#8fr/t-f(H#&=#Hm' EHE

ww,e_llSir
ht-ar:Ceci l ia

Eeft | **,-

ffrffiEm€fl-rljEffiffiHtr' fiEH+F+
+sElEffiffiffi .

h&,HtA#.ft&F..J;n+JrF+ ' g
+{f:Xt'-€f€€ r EHm #. t tr! | IE
Mffi t' {FHffiEUtr-frJ . trhfEg-iFg

{f1ift ff ' {f S i r TRATE{&4.,e.:E!fi
Ft' ffJlLffiE{Xt r#iFfffi :, ftP'ft?
hfEEffieHffiffiXfriE " frrl ,ry+.
{r1FEH rtrHtr# tfiffiMffi,mffi.

* r+Htrr rffi.HEr #E! ; trH
rufifiE{f Sir H).XFDiffiE' ttr
HtE

- h-i,1,+' {tSirffi€ ktruft.
AYo F'EtJiH$+' ff ffi &l'.Fti T - ffi
l_ft
Col Iege {ZAHWXtrW#fg ( Property
Management )  .  W*ErlFt '  HE
S i r ffi ft -E Wffirh ffi "f E'f&A[A ff T
E rx Bf #fr.#w = + h.tfr,Ffr ffix.w
Marine Electronic .

F,ftT E H,WrlFtt' ' 'ff Sir/l'Hiil
++I E E.Effi fu1Trc, &XIMFXTh#;fr
gl-(n&. Hal i f ax Marine Col lege H!
w,ffi " EH',&.Wzffi, ' A[f*'IJ&tE
*n, -arH|nfrtrf{qtfifl ffffi fi!, f;tlft,,..
f6\A,L'tEFtt[ E e\.R " fri IftHW Itt7*fi
Y;R,' F1friffi4#l,lttu' tgriF#+fH
#" &&' IMtr.'FXrlt#iEgJHEr-lF ,
,fEffiTfi{6fEtrtrffilfiEf{F .

H K ru ts /. Ffi FtiT*1 +.tfr,#R L
A' H &tRr:f?ig$Ijffi H' frfJiL,ff sir
rIMEEiilH+.ffi ' E+X+lfr,4tH+E! t
rc . ftBCIT FlfdWffiEL , Ifr,EEIl-
(n hT&H+fr,tr H=I frtu1+t[' tt Et E[
H;F ' iflrFfutfr\Et+wffi "

Hfit B c r T #ffi ffi $rt* ffi*fi -;xt?
Marine Electronic ' ffi'{f SirffiAH
[ffftE{Egf+E6EHffi#4+ . EE6
tF-aEA' nfrn&ffiWi*A'hffiLk, #H
JTh;XfETHffi #f ' EHffft A'dTgAffi
tr+-iilffi Effft , friNt€.ft,EIZA E^F. g
IE ffi - e E H #ffifr1*fi & R *tE i,tr$Z r
lF: t7Hlgffifr1 ,ffiTg+trqeffi . fit
ft ' EFiFffi#S#fs ' +tgFiti#trH
ffHff
tk ffi.fi tr A+E fr #.-'rFl€ffi d{ E ffi #4
Telecommunication' i tH.f{ Sir FF
#ttq "

Hf{ryffi€fr#fr1 #fttn#.fH'fir
ft,-tntr'H -{E trE'l*ElfF=t . if si r
EID]€ x'{H E HlH+F{*{trffi aXI{F : Z
,IA1IHF tjIiiffi FA#HruffiX . fE
;BR t Aturifffim I E,FH€FF! '

(T+*ffi 5 E)

Editorial Board: Rupert Kwan Dennis sung Helen Chiu Andy sung ( web page)
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